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MEMORANDUM 
          Agenda Item No. 7 

 
TO:   Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  David B. Okita, General Manager 
 
DATE:  October 8, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: October General Manager’s Report  
 
 
Water Supply 
 
October is the beginning of a new water year.  Rainfall records and reservoir storage figures are 
usually based on an October-October year. 
 
The 2008-2009 water year was the third dry year in a row. Lake Berryessa levels continued to drop.  
Runoff into the Lake was less than the amount withdrawn for use.  The Lake ended the water year 
about 150,000 acre feel lower than last year and currently stands at 63% full at about 1,002,000  
acre feet. For perspective, we utilize about 200,000 acre feet per year for the Solano Project. 
However, we still have a relatively full reservoir after three years of drought. 
 
One indicator that we will be watching in the coming years is triggering the Drought Measures 
Agreement for the Solano Project where we have agreed to reduce withdrawals by 5%.  That is 
triggered in the storage in Lake Berryessa is below 800,000 AF (1/2 full) on April 1.  We will not 
reach that level in 2010, but could reach that level in 2011 if the drought continues. There will be no 
reductions in Solano Project supplies in 2010. 
 
Our State Water Project supplies are much more dependent on winter rains.  As with this year, 
allocations will start very low for 2010, but will increase with precipitation during the winter.    
 
Delta 
 
At our September meeting, the Legislature was one day from recessing and was working that night 
on major Delta legislation.  The Legislature did not pass the Delta legislation and it is unknown 
whether they were very close in getting enough votes to pass Delta legislation.  However, there is 
pressure from the Governor and legislative leadership to get Delta legislation passed this year, so we 



expect the Legislature to reconvene in October to make another attempt.  We will be discussing any 
potential legislative activity, and more importantly, our discussions regarding the Bay Delta 
Conservation Plan. 
 
If you have any questions please contact me at 455-1103 or dokita@scwa2.com.   
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