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Solano Water Advisory Commission 

Meeting Minutes 
December 1, 2010 

 
 
Present: Jim Daniels, Solano Irrigation District; David Okita and Thomas Pate, Solano 

County Water Agency; Kathy Barnes-Jones, Solano County; Dave Tompkins 
and Maria Solis, Vacaville; Chris Tomasik, Benicia; Erik Nugteren, Vallejo; 
Felix Riesenberg, Fairfield. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 12:30 PM.  

 
1. Approval of Minutes  
 
 Minutes of September 22, 2010 were approved as submitted.  
 
2. SCWA General Manager’s Report 

 
David Okita reported that BDCP is struggling to resolve tough issues around the 
effects of proposed water operations of fish species.  The Federal fish agencies 
are being evasive about their requirements.  This has caused the Federal water 
contractors to withdraw from the BDCP process, but they understood that the 
State water contractors would remain, at lease for the next few months, in the 
BDCP process.  No big change is expected with the new State administration. 
BDCP impacts Solano because of the proposed large amounts of new habitat 
projects in Cache Slough and as a potential funding source for the North Bay 
Aqueduct Alternate Intake Project. 
 
David reported that a group of Clarksburg grape growers are proposing a project 
that would provide 200 year levee protection to a site south of West Sacramento.  
This is the location of the NBA Alternate Intake and a Sacramento Regional 
wastewater pumping station.  They are seeking a large Federal appropriation that 
would fund the levees, fund part of Sacramento Regional treatment upgrades 
and fund part of the NBA project.  The location would also provide protected land 
for their winery operations. Staff will be recommending to the Board to “go along” 
with this concept since it has no apparent downsides. 
 
David reported that the area of origin litigation has completed the first stage.  The 
judge denied all the parties’ requests for a summary judgment, so the matter will 
go to trial in the latter part of 2011. 
 
David reported that the Lower Putah Creek Coordinating Committee will be 
discussing a project proposed to connect the lower end of Putah Creek to the 
Yolo Bypass Toe Drain to provide a better pathway for salmon and steelhead to 
get to Putah Creek.  Solano should be concerned about this project absent 
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assurances that we will not be adversely impacted.  This position is that same 
taken on Delta habitat projects. 
 
Thomas reviewed the status of discussion with DWR on refurbishment of the 
Barker Slough pumping plant and the installation of the 10th pump.  There was a 
meeting with DWR in January 2010 and DWR is still processing the paperwork to 
get the evaluation started. Due to the delays in DWR addressing the issue, 
direction was given to ask DWR to install the 10th pump in parallel to the 
determination of refurbishment.  Thomas was requested to put in writing an 
approach to the DWR work needed to come to a decision on refurbishment.  
Thomas is to have a meeting with NBA contractors prior to a kick-off meeting 
with DWR at the beginning of 2011. 
 
Lower Putah Creek Coordinating Committee appointments.  The Commission 
approved a recommendation to the SCWA Board on the slate of Solano LPCCC 
members for 2011.  The only change was with the retirements of Dave Tompkins 
and Rick Wood, the city representatives will be Maria Solis and Felix Riesenberg. 

 
3. PSC/NBA Maintenance Scheduling 
 

Nothing additional to report.  
 

4. Solano Water Authority Report 
 
 Dave Tompkins reported on the Noonan Reservoir project.  He distributed some 

handouts showing project status.  He has been in communication with Fairfield 
representatives who want to use some of the reservoir land for part of the train 
station development.  There are some possibilities for land swaps that could 
benefit both parties.  There is also a need to research geotechnical requirements 
for the embankment to see if standards have changed since the project was last 
considered.  Thomas reported that DWR has been looking at the need for 
storage as part of the NBA Alternate Intake Project for off peak power pumping 
and operational benefits and have found that large amounts of storage are not 
necessary. 
 

5. Urban Water Supply Planning; RD 2068 Conjunctive Use Project; SID Water 
Supply Availability 
 
No report. 
  

6. Emergency Coordination; Energy Curtailment and Power Outage Issues; PSC 
Impacts 

 
 There was no report. 
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7. Water Conservation and Recycling Program 
 
 There was no report 

 
8. Legislative/Initiative/Court Decision Issues Not Discussed Above 
 
 Nothing additional to report. 
  
9. New Business 

 
 Felix Riesenberg was unanimously elected chair of the Commission replacing 

Dave Tompkins who is retiring. 
 
10. Public Comments 
 
 There were no public comments. 
 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for January 26, 2011. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:30 PM.   
 


