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3. No Significant Adverse Downstream Impact. This is a key criteria. Any work done with these
funds must not adversely impact others downstream (or upstream). We do not simply want to
transfer a flooding or drainage problem from one area to another. If there are downstream
impacts, then the area impacted downstream perhaps needs to be included as part of the overall
project. If downstream impacts cannot be resolved by inclusion of these properties, a study of
the watershed may be needed to determine a coordinated course of action. The Water Agency
staff will be making engineering judgments on whether there are downstream impacts.

4. Landowners to Perform Ongoing Maintenance. As part of the agreement mentioned in criteria 1
above, the agreement will call for the landowner to continue regular normal maintenance of the
creek after the initial cleaning is done. The intent of this provision is not to impose an open-
ended responsibility on landowners. The responsibility is only to perform maintenance to
upkeep the work that has already been done. For example, if large amounts of debris should
accumulate on the property from upstream sources, the landowner would not be required to
remove that debris as part of the agreement. Since these projects are generally on private
property, we are assuming that the property owners will continue their responsibility for
maintaining the creeks. For larger projects, you and your neighbors can form an assessment
district where affected property owners fund ongoing maintenance. The Water Agency staff
can provide technical assistance to you to set up such assessment districts.

5. 20% Landowner Contribution to Project Costs. Applicants are required to provide a 20%
contribution to project costs. The contribution can be in the form of cash, provision of materials
or labor. The General Manager has the discretion to reduce the contribution requirements for
special cases.

6. No Maximum Cost Limit. Water Agency staff will work with you to estimate the cost of your
proposed project. When developing a project, applicants need to be aware that there are limited
funds available (last years’ program was funded at $100,000).

7. Studies and Project Design. Studies and project design are eligible for funding.

8. Levee Repairs, Erosion Control, Tree Removal, and Sediment Retention Projects. If your
project involves levee repairs, an erosion control, tree removal or sediment retention project, the
following criteria also apply:

A. Large levee repairs may not be eligible under the small grant program.

B. Tree removal projects are generally considered to be the landowner’s responsibility and may
not be eligible under the small grant program. If fallen trees are near a County Road or
Bridge, Solano County personnel may be willing to remove the tree.

C. The project must be on a stream that is an identified source of sediment.

D. The erosion or sediment problem must have a direct impact on downstream flooding, for
example a sediment from a gully plugging a road culvert and causing flooding.
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