
Putah Creek 
Irrigators Meeting 

Lower Putah Creek Coordinating Committee 

Wednesday, March 20, 12:30 - 2:30 PM  



MEETING OVERVIEW
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Meeting Purpose

The purpose of this meeting is for SCWA to receive irrigator input on Putah Creek 
Water Management (PCWM) for 2024. Specifically SCWA needs input on these 
water management functions: 

1. Spring Pulse flows (March/April) 
2. Riparian Water Deliveries (April - July) 
3. Riparian Water Cut Off Diversion Date (July 15) 
4. Fall Pulse Flow & Check Dam Boards (November) 
5. Communicate with other pumpers and SCWA about pumping
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Today’s Agenda 
1:00-1:15 Welcome

● Meeting purpose
● Group introductions
● Ground rules 

Juliana Birkhoff, Facilitator

1:15-1:30 Spring Pulse Flow
Presentation and facilitated discussion

Max Stevenson, 
Streamkeeper

1:30-1:45 Riparian Water Deliveries 
Presentation and facilitated discussion

Max Stevenson, 
Streamkeeper

1:45-2:00 Riparian Water Cut Off Diversion Dates
Presentation and facilitated discussion

Max Stevenson, 
Streamkeeper

2:00-2:15 Fall Pulse Flow & Check Dam Boards
Presentation and facilitated discussion

Max Stevenson, 
Streamkeeper

2:15-2:30 Communication and Coordination
Presentation and facilitated discussion

Max Stevenson, 
Streamkeeper
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Ground Rules 
● Electronic Courtesy: Silence cell phones 

● Be Comfortable: Help yourself to refreshments and take a break if you need

● Humor is Welcome: But not at someone’s expense

● Stay focused on Meeting Purpose: Lots of related issues, but focus on Putah Creek 

water management tonight

● Use Common Courtesy: No interruptions or judging others motives or actions

● Treat each other with Respect: Learn from other perspectives

● All Ideas have Value



November, 2023 (mid-salmon run) 
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Spring Pulse Flow (March/April) 
● The Spring pulse consists of 3 consecutive days of 150 cfs, 100 cfs, and 80 cfs 

then is followed by 30 days of 50 cfs at InterState 80.  

● At the conclusion of the 30 days the flow is decreased to match the required 
Accord flows.



2000 Putah Creek Accord  
Flow Compliance Locations
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Riparian Water Deliveries (April - July)
1. 2008 Accommodation rules until July 15

2. SCWA will comply with 5 cfs at Toe Drain April/May

3. Call in orders for pumping on and off

4. Pumps will need a unique ID

5. This will require coordinating with SCWA and other irrigators especially when 
considering it takes 2-3 days for water released from the Diversion Dam to 
reach the lower parts of Putah Creek

6. SCWA will record how much flow is being called-in and observed-pumping by 
riparian users
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Riparian Water Cut Off Diversion Date (July 15) 
1. SCWA will work with the Riparian users to provide the needed water up until 

July 15, then we expect all surface water diversions to end

2. Pumping of wheeled water needs to be discussed

3. This is a cutoff date that has been used in the past and has worked well to 
help us meet the required accord flows above I-80. New focus on below I-80

4. SCWA may not comply with ‘continuous flow’ requirement below I-80 during 
the summer and early fall due to wheeling complexities and permanent 
barriers in the Creek outside of control by SCWA
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Fall Pulse Flow & Check Dam Boards (November) 

1. SCWA will comply with 5 cfs at Toe Drain Nov/Dec 15

2. We would also like to coordinate with Los Rios and CDFW to run the check 
dam boards in a way to help us ensure compliance with the Accord. 

3. The Fall pulse flow consists of maintaining 50 cfs at Los Rios Check dam for 5 
days then drops down to 19 cfs at Interstate 80 through March 31.

4. CDFW grant $825,000 for Check Dam Fish Bypass
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How to Communicate with SCWA About Receiving 
More Creek Water for Irrigation 

1. Call or Text Zach Hyer (707) 898-0064 (or Jay Cuetara (707) 249-3695) to schedule 
water both on and off.

2. Above I-80 call one day before, by 2 pm. 

3. Below I-80 call two days before, by 2 pm.

4. Pumping after July 15? peer pressure and SCWA will send a letter

5. Unique ID for pumps will be made?

6. New stickers for pumps? Flow measurement check with strap-on meter?

7. Call sheet for all pumpers (share map and phone numbers)?

8. After March 20th meeting, we will send a note to the farmers with the plan



THANK YOU!  
Max Stevenson at mstevenson@scwa2.com

Juliana Birkhoff at juliana@aginnovations.org

Jay Cuetara at jcuetara@scwa2.com 


